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Senate Reform: Letôs Get it Right 
Senator Grant Mitchell  

Weôve all heard the old saying, 
ñBe careful what you wish for; it 
might just come true.ò  On the 
question of Senate Reform, while 
there is certainly room for 
change, there is also reason to 
heed that sage advice.  
 

Two reform proposals are before 
Parliament now: electing Sena-
tors to make the Senate more 
democratic and better able to 
redress regional imbalance; and 

instituting fixed, 8 -year 
terms. These proposals are 
not as simple as they would 
seem to be.  Far from im-
proving the situation, acting 
on these proposals without 
first anticipating unintended 
consequences could actually 
make matters worse.  
 

The Senate can veto virtually 
all budget and other legisla-
tion that is passed by the 

House of Commons Before we 
start electing Senators, we need 
to determine a procedure for 
breaking impasses between the 
two houses. 
 

Moreover, simply electing Sena-
tors will do nothing to redress 
regional imbalance, and, with 
the current seat distribution, 
would likely exacerbate it.  
 

Click here  to keep reading the 
article  
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Fact Check ! Blogging with Senator Tommy Banks   

Every year, there are howls about the Senate holding up legislation. This summer, the 
annual howling was about crime bills.  
 

Looking at the crime bills that reached the Senate before Parliament adjourned at the end 
of June, we can see that the Government really hasnôt been serious about passing its 
crime legislation.  
 

C-15 was introduced in the House of Commons on 27 February, passed by that place 
more than three months later, and sent to the Senate on 9 June.  When a government bill 
is introduced in the Senate, the debate process, which starts everything going, is ordinar-
ily initiated by the governmentôs sponsor of the Bill.  This occurred in the Senate in the 
middle of June.   After the House of Commons spent more than three months dealing 
with it, the government would like the Senate to have passed this bill in a week.   

Ʒ Fact Check! 
 
Ʒ Senate Reform: 
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Ʒ  Bringing Rural 
Canada back to 
Ottawa 

To read the full blog, click here  
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Forty Years of the Official Languages Act �³  
Senator Claudette Tardif  
Forty years ago Canada passed the Official Languages Act, and yet there is a lingering resistance to 
bilingualism. We still have to justify the importance and the essential nature of linguistic rights, and 
the importance of programs to support those rights and linguistic minority communities.   
 
Until bilingualism is normalized, Canadians, who need to cross the border; travel through airports, 
train stations and ports; who attend elementary, secondary and post-secondary schools; who go be-
fore the courts, will have to fight each and every time to ensure that their right to be served, edu-
cated or tried in the official language of their choice is respected.   
 
Bilingualism not only reflects the fundamental character of our linguistic duality, but also enriches 
our society inestimably. 

�‡  Read  
Senator  
Tardifôs full 
statement  
 

        

�‡ Read Senator 
Fairbairnôs      
complete article  

Bringing Rural Canada back to Ottawa   

Senator Joyce Fairbairn  

It is time to address the rural, urban divide that has been expanding by federal government  
neglect. 
 

In recent years, the national media have extensively discussed the rise in economic, political 
and cultural importance of large metropolitan centres or mega cities. Amid this cacophony of 
urban news, one could be forgiven for shrugging at the latest Census data which show rural 
Canadaôs share of the national population falling below 20% for the first time in the nationôs 
history.  
 

There is a fatal flaw in shrugging off rural issues. It assumes that urban Canadaôs prosperity is 
somehow detached from the fate of rural Canada. It forgets that rural Canada is where we pro-
duce the vast agricultural, mineral, forestry, fisheries and energy wealth that pulse through our 
urban centres and are exported around the world. It does not mention the increasing desire 
among urban Canadians for a tangible connection with rural life. It ignores 20% of the popula-
tion or six million people ï six million Canadians, six million fellow citizens that should, 
ostensibly, be as much a part of the national discussion as anyone else. 
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