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Senate Reform: Letôs Get it Right 
Senator Grant Mitchell  

Weôve all heard the old saying, 
ñBe careful what you wish for; it 
might just come true.ò  On the 
question of Senate Reform, while 
there is certainly room for 
change, there is also reason to 
heed that sage advice.  
 

Two reform proposals are before 
Parliament now: electing Sena-
tors to make the Senate more 
democratic and better able to 
redress regional imbalance; and 

instituting fixed, 8 -year 
terms. These proposals are 
not as simple as they would 
seem to be.  Far from im-
proving the situation, acting 
on these proposals without 
first anticipating unintended 
consequences could actually 
make matters worse.  
 

The Senate can veto virtually 
all budget and other legisla-
tion that is passed by the 

House of Commons Before we 
start electing Senators, we need 
to determine a procedure for 
breaking impasses between the 
two houses. 
 

Moreover, simply electing Sena-
tors will do nothing to redress 
regional imbalance, and, with 
the current seat distribution, 
would likely exacerbate it.  
 

Click here  to keep reading the 
article  
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Fact Check ! Blogging with Senator Tommy Banks   

Every year, there are howls about the Senate holding up legislation. This summer, the 
annual howling was about crime bills.  
 

Looking at the crime bills that reached the Senate before Parliament adjourned at the end 
of June, we can see that the Government really hasnôt been serious about passing its 
crime legislation.  
 

C-15 was introduced in the House of Commons on 27 February, passed by that place 
more than three months later, and sent to the Senate on 9 June.  When a government bill 
is introduced in the Senate, the debate process, which starts everything going, is ordinar-
ily initiated by the governmentôs sponsor of the Bill.  This occurred in the Senate in the 
middle of June.   After the House of Commons spent more than three months dealing 
with it, the government would like the Senate to have passed this bill in a week.   
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To read the full blog, click here  
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